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Thursday, 9 October 2008  
Auditorium – 4th Floor 
 
5.00 – 6.15 pm Opening Panel 

 
Welcome:   
 
     Michael Zürn Dean and Professor of International Relations, 
      Hertie School of Governance, Germany 

 

Introduction: 
 
     Benjamin Barber Distinguished Senior Fellow, Demos, USA 
      Do we live in an age where new public spaces are 
      emerging? 

 
     Claus Offe Professor of Political Sociology, Hertie School of 
      Governance, Germany 
      Arenas of Social Conflict and Political Discourse: Growth 
      or Decline? 
 
 

Coffee Break (4th Floor) 
 
 

7.00 – 9.00 pm Keynote Presentations 
 
Chair:  
 

     Werner Perger Journalist, DIE ZEIT, Germany  
 

Keynote Speakers:  
 

     Jürgen Kocka, Vice-President, Berlin-Brandenburgische 
       Akademie der Wissenschaften and former President, Social 
       Science Research Centre Berlin (WZB), Germany  
       The Rise and Limits of Civil Society. Some Historical 
       Reflections 
    
     Gesine Schwan Former President of the European University 
       Viadrina and candidate for the federal presidential elections, 
       Germany 
         What Belongs to the Political Sphere? 
  
  

     Discussion  
     Reception (Forum B – 1st Floor) 
 

 Friday, 10 October 2008  
Forum A – 1st Floor 
 

9.30 – 11.00 am      Panel I: The City and the Politics of 
                                              Planning and Access 
 
Speakers:   
 
     Jürgen Bruns-Berentelg CEO, HafenCity GmbH, Germany  
         Public and Private Spaces: Juxtaposition or New Balance? 
 

     Hartmut Häussermann  Professor and Chair of Urban and 
      Regional Sociology, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany 
         Spatial Exclusion and the Policies for Access 
 
 

Discussion  
Coffee Break (Forum B – 1st Floor) 
 
 

11.30 am – 1.00 pm     Panel II: Cyberspace as a Public 
                                                    Sphere 
 
Speakers:   
 
     Lance Bennett Director, Center for Communication & Civic 
      Engagement, University of Washington, USA 
      A Digital Networked Public Sphere? 

 

     Donatella Della Porta Professor of Sociology, Department of 
       Political and Social Sciences, European University Institute, Italy 
      Social Movements as Public Spaces 
 
 

Discussion 
Lunch Break (Forum B – 1st Floor) 
 

2.00 – 3.30 pm      Panel III: The Public Space of the (Visual) 
                                               Arts 
 
Speakers: 
  
     Jochen Sandig Artistic and General Manager, Radialsystem 
       V, Germany  
       Open Spaces for open minds - Why do we need new models 
       of innovative structures for creative processes? 
 
     Bernd Scherer Artistic Director of the Houses of World Culture 
       in Berlin, Germany 
       "Images of dissent. Art and Public Space."  

    Lea Ypi  Research Fellow, Nuffield College, Oxford University, UK 

       Public Spaces and the Death of Art: Was Hegel Right? 
 
  

Discussion 
Coffee Break (Forum B - 1st Floor) 
 
 

4.00 – 5.30 pm Panel IV: Migration, Integration, Citizenship 
 

Speakers: 
  
     Marc Morjé Howard Associate Professor of Comparative 
      Government, Georgetown University, USA  
        Varieties of Citizenship in the European Union 
 
 

     Christian Joppke Professor of Political Science and Director of 
       the Migration and Integration Research Centre, American 
       University of Paris, France 
       ‘Civic Integration’ to beat the parallel society? 
 

     Barbara John Former Commissioner for Migration and Integration 
       of the Berlin Senate and Chairwoman, PARITÄTISCHE Berlin; 
       Germany  
       The closing of public spheres for Muslims. Granting cultural 
        liberties as a strategy to improve democratic participation 
 
 

Discussion 
Coffee Break (Forum B – 1st Floor) 
 
 

6.00 – 8.00 pm     Keynote Presentation 
 
Chair:    
 
     Claus Offe Professor of Political Sociology, Hertie School of 
      Governance, Germany 
 
Keynote Speaker:  
 
     Antanas Mockus Former Mayor, Bogotá, Colombia  
      Policy Innovation and the Culture of Citizenship: Tapping the 
      Moral Resources of a Metropolitan Population 
 
 

Discussion 
Reception (Forum B – 1st Floor) 
 

 



Claus Offe          October 2008 

Opening statement for public space conference 

The Hertie School is a school of "public" policy. This key phrase describing our 

mission invites a reflection on what we actually mean by the qualifier "public". 

One obvious answer it that we mean the political community as a whole, or those 

of its members that are on the receiving side of particular policies - what 

sometimes is called the "target population" of public policy, or the universe of 

"policy takers". Another answer might be that the public is the place where public 

policies originate - the setting in which "problems" are recognized and defined, 

interest, values and preferences shaped, coalitions formed and demands raised.1 

The program of our conference is designed to focus on the latter of these two 

equally legitimate and suggestive perspectives on the "public". Rather than 

concentrating exclusively on how representative policy elites accomplish what they 

want to achieve on behalf of the citizenry they represent (solving problems and 

improving collective conditions of life), we want to look at the source of problem 

definitions and preferred solutions as they emerge - and are supposed to emerge 

                                                 
1  The volume in the new Oxford Encyclopaedia that is devoted to the study of public policy carries the title "The 

Public and its Policies", thus nicely capturing a focus both on the public as the target of policies (the "output" 
dimension) and on their motivational and cognitive origin in the "public sphere". 
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